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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
KATRINA REYNEN

Being part of the Skyline Education Foundation is a 
joy and a privilege. Being the Chair of Skyline, after 
nine years serving on the Board, is one of the most 
meaningful experiences in my life and I am very 
proud of the tireless work of the highly talented 
and committed Board to build capacity and support 
for Skyline as the engine room of our growth this 
past year. A further source of pride and confidence 
is the energy and commitment of Skyline's staff. 
Their tireless work in delivering the program 
and supporting students, schools and parents is 
outstanding.
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THE YEAR THAT WAS
2017 has been a year that our students, companion teachers and 
principals, partner schools, donors and program coordinators can also be 
rightly proud of.

This year marked the start of Skyline’s new tenth anniversary goal, to 
expand our reach, both in numbers of students supported, and in terms 
of new geographies. A pilot program commenced in Geelong, with 9 
students welcomed from Northern Bay College and Newcomb Secondary 
College. We also recruited 14 students for our new South East program, to 
commence in 2018. The overall number of students supported by Skyline 
bursaries increased from 30 in 2016 to 48 in 2017. 

At the end of 2017, we congratulated another cohort of hard working Year 
12 students as they graduated from Skyline. All nineteen academically 
gifted and talented students who began the program in 2016, graduated 
from VCE and transitioned to tertiary education. In Skyline’s history 143 
students in total have graduated from the program.
 
Over the past ten years, nearly three quarters of Skyline’s bursary 
recipients have been recognised for achievements by their schools. Of 
the Class of 2017, six Skyline students were named School Captain.  Other 
students took on positions of responsibility within their respective schools 
such as SRC Captain, House Captain, Sports Captain and College Dux. 
Many students received scholarships to assist them in their journey to 
completing their degree. 

SKYLINE PROVIDES
• Opportunity for talented but disadvantaged young people to realise 

their potential;
•  Optimism for young people, their families and their schools;
•  Outcomes in education, training and employment.

Whatever difficulties these young people experienced, and whatever 
personal and family challenges they may have faced, the Skyline program 
has given them hope for a better future, and a personalised education 
roadmap to get them there.

PROGRAM IMPACT
We continue to measure the impact of Skyline to ensure that we remain 
symbiotic with school programs and best able to support our students. 

100% of students who responded to the independent I& J Phillips 2018 
Evaluation Survey said that the program had made a difference to their 
lives, with 63% rating the impact as ‘significant’. Over 88% credited Skyline 
as being an influential factor in their VCE success.

With regard to  the wider impact of Skyline’s Program, 72% of students 
credited Skyline with having a ‘great’ or ‘large’ impact on their parents, 
and 50% of students felt that the Skyline program had a ‘great’ or ‘large’ 
impact on their schools. 

After graduation and entry to the tertiary arena, students continue to 
highly rate the Program, and appear enthusiastic to remain in touch with 
Skyline. The Alumni Committee has moved from inception to reality, and 
the alumni are demonstrating a keenness to improve their knowledge and 
skills and, importantly, they are volunteering to become part of the support 
network for the next generation of Skyline students.

PROGRAM EXPANSION
Skyline’s Board aims to assist as many students to achieve their academic 
potential, across Victoria, as is feasible, practicable and sustainable. 
2017 represented a new era for Skyline. We not only saw the growth of 
participant and school numbers; but equally importantly, saw an increased 
capacity for the organisation to deliver new programs. This included an 
increase in the number of program coordinators and  a new iteration 
of the program to cater for regional students. That said we are reliant 
on continuously finding new sources of funding to maintain the existing 
program and to grow the Program’s reach. 

Depending on funding, the Skyline Board is canvassing the possibility of 
an additional program commencing in 2019 in the North- East/ North-West 
of Melbourne or the Macedon region, which would bring the total cohort 
of students to 93, just shy of Skyline’s strategic plan of 100 students by 
2020.  

FOUNDATION PARTNERS
Our donors are ever more engaged and passionate about our students. 
This year I would like to highlight and acknowledge two foundation 
Skyline partners, who have proved to be game changers for us. 

The Rosey Kids Foundation has provided generous financial support 
to our students for ten years. The Foundation has been instrumental in 
helping build our Board’s capacity to dream big and grow accordingly, 
with additional funding to build organisational capability. We would not be 
in the position we are in now, were it not for their faith in us, underscored 
by substantial financial support.

Oxford University Press has provided dictionaries as graduation prizes 
since the inception of Skyline, and has sourced nearly all of the VCE 
textbooks from the publishers, at no cost to Skyline. We were reminded of 
the value of this support when one of our students emotionally described 
the sensation of opening up a brand new textbook and smelling the 
‘new’ smell for the first time in his life, in a book that did not already have 
someone’s name and notes scrawled over it. 

Another student described how he believed he would not be able to 
study Biology because it required the most expensive textbook, but 
through Skyline he was able to obtain the Biology text and thus study the 
subject he really wanted. The capacity for textbook bursaries to create life 
choices for these academically able students must never be undervalued.

On behalf of our students and their families, I thank all our sponsors 
and pay tribute to the difference they are making to the lives of Skyline 
students.

In an era where we as a society are searching for ways to address 
entrenched disadvantage, Skyline stands out as an example of a program 
that works at the grassroots level by allowing students to dream big and 
providing them the opportunity to step up to a better future. 

I thank all those who are with us, or have just joined us,  on our journey 
of growth.  The value and true impact that your time,  funding and 
encouragement has provided the whole Skyline family is immeasurable. 
We sincerely thank you for your contributions and welcome you on the 
next step up in our journey.



SKYLINE ANNUAL REVIEW 20176

HIGHLIGHTS

GEELONG PROGRAM COMMENCED

At the beginning of 2017 we 
welcomed 9 students from 
Northern Bay College and 
Newcomb Secondary College to 
Skyline's  Geelong Pilot Program. 

2017 GRADUATING CLASS WAS 
LARGEST IN SKYLINE'S HISTORY

19 students graduated the 2017 
Skyline VCE Bursary Program.

LARGEST NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN 
PROGRAM TO DATE

The number of Year 11 & 12 
students Skyline supported, 
increased from 30 in 2016 to 48 in 
2017.  

YEAR 11 & 12 MELBOURNE CAMP
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2017  - A YEAR IN REVIEW

SKYLINE PROGRAM THEMES
The three overarching themes of the 2017 Skyline VCE Bursary Program 
were 
- experience of and exposure to the world of work
- career adaptability 
- resilience. 
Those themes were addressed in “Transitions” the Greater Melbourne 
Region workshop program in 2017 during which our students were 
encouraged to develop a greater sense of who they are, beginning to 
move into the adult world, and preparing for independence and transition 
beyond school. Transition involves challenge, and as well as accepting 
academic challenges Skyline students regularly accept the challenge of 
leadership.

OPENING OF THE LEGAL YEAR
Demonstrating their leadership and public presence at the Community 
Opening of the 2017 Legal Year, Mary Zhang (School Captain at Narre 
Warren South P-12 College) and Andreas Zakhari (Braybrook Secondary 
College) gave a passionate, inspirational and idealistic speech during 
which they reminded all those attending to “stay real!” They shared the 
speakers’ platform with Archie Roach, Uncle Jack Charles and Judge 
Amanda Chambers, President of the Children’s Court.

EXPANSION
In 2017, the Skyline Board made a decision to expand the VCE Bursary 
Program, both in terms of schools and number of students. Subsequently, 
Dandenong High School, Surf Coast Secondary College and Western 
Port Secondary College were invited to nominate students for the 2018-
2019 program. Forty two new students were selected from a total of 
fourteen schools. 

The provision of textbooks is a critical factor in the Skyline program and 
with increased student numbers, Pearson Australia and Oxford University 
Press, long-time friends of Skyline, facilitated a new method of textbook 
ordering and delivery and the Foundation now has a new and valued 
partner in Campion Education. 

NEW DIRECTIONS FOR GRADUATES
For those students who graduated from the Skyline VCE bursary program 
at the end of 2017, a great adventure awaited them as they stepped out 
into the university world of Bachelor of Midwifery, Bachelor of Design, 
Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Arts and Law, Bachelor of Chemical 
Engineering and Pharmaceutical Science, Bachelor of Biomedicine, a 
double degree in Biomedicine and Commerce, Sports and Exercise 
Science, Bachelor of Applied Science and Medical Radiation, Business 
and IT, Mechanical Engineering, Public Health Science, Bachelor/
Master of Pharmacy, Science, Commerce, enrolling at the University of 
Melbourne, Deakin and Monash Universities. 

The students achieved university entrance with an average ATAR of 83, 
placing them, once again, in the top 20% of Victorian Year 12 students.  
Tom Bennett was Dux of Kyneton Secondary College. Jake Farrell from 
Craigieburn Secondary College was a Kwong Lee Dow Scholar. Andreas 
Zakhari received a residential scholarship for Trinity College at the 
University of Melbourne.

LEADERSHIP
It should be noted, however, that there are numerous other criteria for 
gauging the success of our program. The ATAR results are just one 
measure. There are other, equally important measures such as student 
achievement in school leadership. Louise Adams-Newey was 2017 School 
Captain at Maribyrnong Secondary College as were Mary Zhang at Narre 
Warren South P-12 College and Lily Ung at Westall College.  Jimmy Pan 
and Ioanna Petropoulou were School Captains at Roxburgh College and 
Cindy Lim headed up the Students’ Representative Council at the Acacia 
Campus of Keysborough Secondary College. We were pleased to be 
able to celebrate these achievements also, and to support all the school 
leaders as they faced the challenges of inspiring and facilitating change 
in their school communities. 

Notable student achievements in both the academic and leadership fields 
concluded another busy and successful year in the life of Skyline.

Olwyn Gray I Program Manager

2017 SKYLINE GRADUATES
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The Skyline VCE Bursary - Geelong Pilot Program began in 2017 
with Leigh Waters appointed as Program Coordinator. The Program 
commenced with ten Year 11 students, four from Newcomb Secondary 
College (NSC) and six from Northern Bay  Secondary College (NBSC). 
Later in the year one student left Newcomb and the Skyline program due 
to family relocation.

The first weekend residential camp for Geelong students was held 
at Cottage by the Sea in Queenscliff. Shortly after, Leigh resigned 
because of an illness in her family. Regina Bishop was appointed as her 
replacement.

Geelong's first workshop was held on a day during the July school 
holidays and run by trainers from the Career Education Association of 
Victoria. The focus of the workshop was future careers, and students 
completed an on-line program called the Morrisby Career Guidance.

In August, recruitment for the 2018 intake began with initial contact being 
made with new school, Surf Coast SC. Working in unison with the senior 
school coordinators, the Companion Teachers were asked to nominate 
suitable Year 10 students. Suitability measures included high academic 
potential, low SES background, school reports, NAPLAN results and 
administration of the AGAT 9 test. Applications were then distributed and 
applicants were shortlisted for an interview. 

These interviews were conducted with a Board member, the Year 10 
Companion Teacher and Program Coordinator making up the panel 
in September. Of the 16 students nominated a total of fourteen Year 11 
students were chosen to commence the  program in 2018.

The second Skyline Workshop was conducted by Program Coordinator 

Regina Bishop for current students in September. The focus of this 
workshop revolved around the future of work, entrepreneurial and 
networking skills. 

December was one of the Geelong Pilot Program's busiest months. 
- The Induction Ceremony for the new 2018 intake was held at the 

Gordon TAFE Gallery with excited students and their families.  Skyline 
Chair Katrina Reynen welcomed the new Skyliners, and Regina outlined 
what the Skyline VCE Bursary Program was about and important dates 
for the year to come. 

-  Companion Teachers were given Skyline Bursary Certificates to present 
to students during school assembly, with Regina attending assemblies 
at Surf Coast SC and NBSC, on Presentation Day,  to witness or present 
Certificates to the new Skyline students

- Booklists were collected from the schools and given to Skyline 
Program Manager Olwyn Gray for distribution to Campions. Officeworks 
Geelong was approached for, and we received, discounts on calculator 
purchases for students doing Maths subjects, with Officeworks also 
showing interest in further partnering with Skyline. 

All in all 2017 represented a flying start for the Geelong Pilot program.
 

Regina Bishop I Geelong Region Program Coordinator

GEELONG PROGRAM COORDINATOR REPORT

2017 GEELONG PARTICIPANTS



IN 2018 EMILY COMMENCED STUDIES IN SCIENCE AT MONASH 
UNIVERSITY. FORMERLY A STUDENT OF MELBOURNE GIRLS' 
COLLEGE, SHE BALANCED A RIGOROUS COURSE OF STUDY WITH 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT. 
BOTH EMILY AND HER FAMILY WERE PROUD OF HER PARTICIPATION 
IN THE SKYLINE PROGRAM AND SHE LOOKS FORWARD TO SEEING 
THE PROGRAM GROW.
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OUR STUDENTS
The Skyline VCE Bursary Program is about our students and how we can help them step up and dream big. The  interviews below offer a glimpse into 
the lives of three Skyline students, current, transitioning to tertiary education and post tertiary education. 

Gypsy commenced the Skyline Program in 2017 and is a student at Northern Bay Secondary 
College, part of Skyline's Geelong Pilot Program.

"I am lucky that my family has always valued education so if I ever needed anything for 
school my parents would go without rather than see my education suffer. This took a heavy 
financial toll on our family. The main reason I applied for a Skyline Bursary was to help ease 
the financial burden that academia has placed on my family; the price of textbooks has gone 
through the roof. For Skyline to be able to help me pursue my hopes and dreams was really 
something unbelievable.

Skyline isn't only about the financial aspect, it's so much more. The 'Skyliners' as we like to 
be called have become somewhat of a family, a bunch of like-minded students with the wild 
dreams to become something extraordinary, and we have been brought together through 
the Skyline Foundation. We motivate each other to do better.

Once I finish school, my overarching goal 'is the pursuit of knowledge'.  My passion is 
mathematics and I aspire to pursue mathematical research. Maths is 'the universal language' 
and this beautiful thing is, in one way, man-made but in another already forged deep down 
into the universe we are born in. I would love to pass this knowledge on to other students.

Have your future goals changed since participating in the Skyline program?
I wouldn't say that my future goals have really changed, but through Skyline they have 
definitely been made much much more achievable. At one stage I could only dream about 
having all the practice exams and study guides that would help me pass VCE with flying 
colours but now having them is a reality. Thankyou Skyline!

Melissa graduated VCE and from the Skyline Program in 2016 and transitioned to tertiary 
education in 2017, commencing a Bachelor of Early Education at Deakin University. 

Can you briefly explain your family situation and why you applied to Skyline?
In late 2012 my father had a stroke as a result of a blood clot from a previous surgery. This 
stroke and other conditions including sight issues, skin cancer and the fusion of his ankle led 
to my Dad being unable to work and my Mum becoming his main carer. As a result my family 
survived on disability and carer support payments because neither my mum or my dad could 
return to work. I applied to Skyline because the further I got into my schooling the harder it 
was becoming for my parents to afford all the payments required in VCE levels.  

What has being part of Skyline meant to you?
Being a part of Skyline has meant that I have another community that I know I can always rely 
on and genuinely cares about my future. It has meant that I’ve been able to achieve the best 
of my abilities in VCE, and now also at University,  thanks to not only the financial support but 
also the encouraging words of all those in the Skyline community.

Do you feel Skyline equipped you for life beyond high school?
Skyline has definitely helped me to feel more confident in my life outside of high school. 
Thanks to Skyline initiatives such as the Alumni program I still feel connected to Skyline and 
feel that the community that was there in high school is still just as active now in University. 
The advice given to me during my VCE years, especially by the CEAV workshop program 
allowed to me to feel more ready for the transition into University and all the years that 
follow.

Can you briefly describe what you’ve been up to since you finished school?
Since I graduated high school in 2016 I have been doing a Bachelor of Early Years at Deakin 
University. In my first year I was able to achieve an Average Weighted Mark above 75 and 
finished several units with a High Distinction average. I also have a part time job in retail 
which keeps me busy when I’m not studying.

GYPSY AKHYAR

MELISSA CLAYDON
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Rose was a student of Melbourne Girls' College who graduated the Program in 2014. 
She graduated from the University of Melbourne in 2017 and is a Skyline Alumnus.

Can you briefly explain your family situation and why you applied to 
Skyline?
My father is disabled and my mother is his full-time carer who also suffers from mental 
health issues which has resulted in both my parents being unemployed. 
I am an only child.
Initially I had never heard of Skyline, however I was approached by the Assistant 
Principal at my school to ask if I was interested in the bursary program as a potential 
candidate. 

I applied to Skyline to relieve some of my family’s financial difficulties, to be able to 
take part in Program activities which my peers were also a part of (e.g. camp) and, 
most importantly, find a strong support network filled with mentors during the two most 
important years of my high schooling.

What has being part of Skyline meant to you?
The Skyline Bursary has been one of the most generous gifts I have ever received. For 
someone out there to have seen some potential in me and decided that I would be a 
worthy recipient meant so much to my family and me. Thanks to the constant support, 
mentoring and workshops provided, I definitely have more confidence in things I aspired 
to do during VCE, such as taking on a leadership role (Middle School Mentor) and taking 
part in the National Youth Science Forum, as I was balancing school, family and work 
commitments.

Do you feel Skyline equipped you for life beyond high school?
Throughout the two years with Skyline, I have definitely grown to become a more 
optimistic and confident individual in regard to what may happen in the future.
Skyline showed me how important it was to network, how normal it was for career 
paths to change and most importantly, Skyline played an important role in my personal 
development.
I was less stressed about the financial costs during school and was able to focus on my 
studies more to be able to perform well and get into the course I was interested in for 
university.

Can you briefly describe what you’ve been up to since you finished school?
I recently graduated with a Bachelor of Science at The University of Melbourne (2017) 
and am currently doing post-graduate study in Master of Speech Pathology at The 
University of Melbourne to become a qualified Speech Pathologist.

Throughout my university studies I was awarded the following Scholarships - Kwong 
Lee Dow Young Scholar, Melbourne Access Scholarship, John and Betty McCreery 
Scholarship.

I am a volunteer ward assistant the Royal Melbourne Hospital and a member of the 
Skyline Alumni Committee.

ROSE HO

"SKYLINERS - AS WE LIKE TO BE CALLED, HAVE BECOME SOMEWHAT OF A 
FAMILY. A BUNCH OF LIKE-MINDED STUDENTS WITH THE WILD DREAMS OF 
BECOMING SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TOGETHER 
THROUGH THE SKYLINE FOUNDATION" - GYPSY, STUDENT.
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"THIS EXPERIENCE HAS GIVEN ME 
PROOF THAT BEING DISADVANTAGED 
DOES NOT MEAN THERE IS A LIMIT TO 
WHAT I CAN ACHIEVE." 

MARY, STUDENT.

"BEFORE I BEGAN SKYLINE, I WAS 
QUESTIONING MY LIFE AMBITIONS... 
I NOW BELIEVE THAT I HAVE THE 
WHOLE WORLD IN MY HANDS, 
THROUGH YOUR SUPPORT AND 
GUIDANCE." 

LOUISE, STUDENT.

"NOT ONLY CAN I SAY THAT SKYLINE 
HAS CHANGED MY LIFE, BUT IT IS 
ONE OF THE BEST EXPERIENCES IN 
MY LIFE. THROUGH THE NETWORKS 
I HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED TO, I 
BELIEVE I AM SURROUNDED BY MANY 
PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT ME."

 ANDREAS, STUDENT.
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PARTNER SCHOOLS

In 2017 Skyline partnered with 14 Government schools throughout Victoria.  We would like to thank these schools for their involvement in the program 
and the companion teachers at each school, for their enthusiastic and invaluable support. 

• BRAYBROOK SECONDARY COLLEGE
• BRUNSWICK SECONDARY COLLEGE
• CRAIGIEBURN SECONDARY COLLEGE
• KEYSBOROUGH COLLEGE
• KYNETON SECONDARY COLLEGE
• LYNDALE SECONDARY COLLEGE
• MARIBYRNONG COLLEGE

• MELBOURNE GIRLS' COLLEGE
• NARRE WARREN SOUTH P-12 COLLEGE
• NEWCOMB SECONDARY COLLEGE
• NORTHERN BAY P-12 COLLEGE
• ROXBURGH COLLEGE
• SOUTH OAKLEIGH SECONDARY COLLEGE
• WESTALL SECONDARY COLLEGE

EDUCATION PARTNERS

CAREER EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA (CEAV)

In 2016, Skyline students again benefited from the expertise of workshop providers CEAV. 
CEAV Project Officer, Briony Penrose, worked with the students throughout the year on 
the Transitions program where students focus on the challenges and changes they face 
as they tackle VCE, and move on to the workforce. 

TRINITY COLLEGE, THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

Since 2015, Trinity College has supported Skyline by hosting our graduation ceremonies 
in the serene surroundings of the Old Warden's Lodge. Campbell Bairstow, Provost of 
Trinity College, has always been a welcome presence and our students over the years 
have appreciated his warmth and understanding.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Each year, Oxford University Press and Pearson coordinate the donation of all text 
books for Skyline's Bursary recipients. The cost of all books can be a major barrier for 
disadvantaged families and the provision of books eases the financial pressure on 
families and allows students to have the texts they require to successfully complete 
school. Students are also able to hand books down to siblings, which allows the whole 
family to benefit from the publishing community's generosity.
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SIGNIFICANT DONORS
We are overwhelmed by the fantastic support offered by our significant donors, whose ongoing commitment underpins the entire Skyline Program and 
it’s future growth. We thank and applaud your contributions. 

GRANTS
The following Grants enabled Skyline to continue to deliver the VCE Bursary Program this year.

THE BAKER FOUNDATION
The Baker Foundation is a long-time supporter and has funded many 
bursaries in the past.  The Baker Foundation once again awarded Skyline 
a 2-year grant in 2017 towards program costs for 2017-2018. 

ROSEY KIDS FOUNDATION
Rosey Kids, a foundation that supports young people reach their full 
potential, has been the most amazing and generous supporter of Skyline 
over the past ten years donating $46,000 each year to support four 
students through two years of the Program. We are deeply indebted and 
thankful.

THE BENNELONG FOUNDATION
The Bennelong Foundation established in 2002 is the philanthropic 
arm and  financial beneficiary of privately owned Family Office Bangarra 
Group and its associated businesses owned by founder and chairman Jeff 
Chapman.

The Bennelong Foundation aims to enhance community wellbeing and 
provide opportunities for positive and lasting change in the community. 
Bennelong provided a $30,000 grant to Skyline in support of the VCE 
Bursary Program in 2017.

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
The Geelong Community Foundation, funded by locals for locals, has 
been supporting the people of the Geelong region and providing grants 
to organisations since 2001.

In the 17 years since the Geelong Community Foundation was established 
in the year 2000, it has been making a difference by facilitating giving 
and investing in people and solutions to strengthen communities across 
the Geelong region. Since inception grants provided to the Geelong 
community now exceed $6.8 million. 

Skyline is grateful to have received a grant of $10,000 from the Geelong 
Community Foundation in 2017, helping us to lay the foundations for the 
new Geelong Pilot VCE Bursary Program.

NEWSBOYS FOUNDATION
The Newsboys Foundation provides grants to community organisations 
working with young people aged 11 - 21 years in Victoria who are 
experiencing disadvantage. Newsboys has supported Skyline throughout 
2017 as part of the 2 year grant received in 2016. This grant has supported 
two students through their Skyline Journey. 

DEAKIN UNIVERSITY
Deakin University is considered in Australia’s top ten universities, and is 
the top ranked university in Victoria for graduate satisfaction with courses. 
Deakin has been a marvellous supporter of Skyline, providing bursaries 
for 4 students over 2 years and was one of the first of Skyline’s foundation 
donors  with an outstanding grant for $46,000. Deakin has also come on 
board as a valuable education partner

THE BANK OF MELBOURNE
For the second year, Skyline was fortunate to receive a grant from the 
Bank of Melbourne Neighbourhood Fund.  In 2017, the Bank of Melbourne 
Neighbourhood Fund supported Skyline’s Year 11 students from the 
Greater Dandenong region.  This new grant will support all nine students 
from the region to complete their VCE with the support and guidance of 
the Skyline program, and most importantly with the support of Skyline’s 
Program Manager, Olwyn Gray.

This grant was endorsed by the Keysborough Branch of the Bank of 
Melbourne to assist in supporting students in the region.  It is thanks to the 
generosity of the Bank of Melbourne that Skyline has been able to expand 
the program in the region this year to bring on Dandenong High School as 
a new partner school and start a separate program in the region.

• ALLISON GIBSON
• ANDREW MCCANN
• ANTHONY COSTA FOUNDATION
• ARVANITIS PHILANTHROPY - PETER & ARETI ARVANITIS
• AUSTRALIAN LINEHAUL SERVICES - STEVE MANGIN 
• BANK OF MELBOURNE NEIGHBOURHOOD FUND
• BAKER FOUNDATION
• BARBARA VAN ERNST 
• BENNELONG FOUNDATION
• BONNICI FAMILY FOUNDATION - WENDY & PAUL BONNICI
• BOOMAROO NURSERIES - ERIC & THEO JACOMETTI
• CALLUM & PENELOPE BURNS
• COMMUNITY SECTOR BANKING
• CVS LANE 
• D R & M R WATSON BEQUEST
• DEAKIN UNIVERSITY 
• EFFECTIVE FREIGHT MANAGEMENT - DAMIAN DEGENHARDT
• GEELONG  COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
• GLOLIGHT - JOHN SAUNDERS
• GUY RUSSO & DEANNE BEVAN
• HERITAGE CARE  - TONY & STACEY ANTONOPOULOS
• JAMES & KIRSTEN ORLOFF

• J & B JACKSON FOUNDATION
• JLS EXPRESS - JASON MCHENRY
• JOANNA AND GEOFF BAINBRIDGE
• LINFOX AVALON AIRPORT
• MELBOURNE RACING CLUB FOUNDATION
• MICHELLE SAUNDERS
• MITCHELL ASSET MANAGEMENT - JOHN & NELLIE MITCHELL
• NEWSBOYS FOUNDATION
• ORLOFF FAMILY CHARITABLE TRUST
• PARTHENON MARBLE PTY LTD - PANO & EFFIE MARGARITIS 
• PAUL & IRENE ZAPARAS
• ROBIN CAMPBELL FAMILY FOUNDATION 
• ROSEY KIDS FOUNDATION
• SOUTHERN DENTAL SERVICES - SIMON WYLIE & KURIEN 

MAMOOTIL
• TINA & MICHAEL REDDROP
• TOTAL LOGISTIC SOLUTIONS - DOUG PAINTER & GEORGE 

KARAGIANNAKIS
• TOTAL MORTGAGE & LENDING SOLUTIONS - PHIL & KAREN 

BOYLE
• VAWDREY AUSTRALIA - PAUL VAWDREY 
• VICTOR SMORGON CHARITABLE FUND
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EVERY CONTRIBUTOR
We would like to acknowledge and thank everyone who contributed to the Skyline VCE bursary program in 2017. Every contribution is special and 
makes the world of difference to the ongoing strength of the program and to the lives and futures of the students Skyline supports.

IN-KIND DONORS
We thank the following Skyline supporters for the time, the space, the services, goods and support given to help Skyline achieve it’s financial goals in 
2017 to help more students dream big.

• Australian Grand Prix
• Ben Albrecht Jewellery
• Brett May
• Evans and Partners
• Georgina Banks
• Jackson Advisory - Nicholas Jackson

• Margie Warrell
• ME Bank
• National Gallery Of Victoria
• SenateSHJ - Angela Scaffidi
• Social Garden - Alice Nuttall
• The Farm, Yarra Valley - Phil Munday

• ACER
• Alicia Rennie
• Allison Gibson
• Andrew McCann
• Andrew Vasarelli    
• Angcar Pty Ltd
• Anne Stonier
• Annetta Consolidated 
• Anonymous
• Anthony Costa Foundation 
• Anthony McConchie
• Arvanitis Philanthropy
• Australian Linehaul Services 
• Australian Unity
• Bank of Melbourne Neighbourhood Fund
• Barbara van Ernst 
• Bennelong Foundation
• Billy & Rosalba Kavellaris
• Bonnici Family Foundation
• Boomaroo Nurseries  
• Bruce Parncutt
• Bryan Wishart
• Callum & Penelope Burns
• Cameron Rennie
• Chris & Mel Apostolatos
• Chris Ryan
• Con & Christina Saris
• Community Sector Banking
• CVS Lane 
• D R & M R Watson Bequest
• Damian Degenhardt
• Deakin University
• Doug Painter
• Effective Freight Management
• Eric & Theo Jacometti 
• Evans & Partners
• Foni & Vicky Strintzos
• Geelong Community Foundation
• Geoff & Lyn Cullen
• George Karagiannakis
• George Karagiannakis & Family
• Gerry & Jackie Apostolatos
• Glolight
• Guy Russo & Deanne Bevan
• Heritage Care 
• I & J Phillips
• J & B Jackson Foundation
• James  & Kirsten Orloff
• Jamie & Heather McPhee
• Jason McHenry
• JLS Express
• Joanna and Geoff Bainbridge
• Jodie and Mark Holckner
• John & Angela Arvanitis
• John & Christine Nomikoudis

• John & Nellie Mitchell
• John Saunders 
• Julie McKenna
• Kavellaris Urban Design Pty.Ltd
• Kurien Mamootil & Lucy Allen
• Kurien Mamootil , Lucy Allen, Don and Janet  Mc Donald
• Lambros & Martine Sioros     
• Lee Centra
• Linfox Avalon  Airport
• Luke Brady
• Mark Sarau
• ME Bank
• Mel Honig
• Melbourne Racing Club Foundation
• Michelle Saunders
• Mina & Harry Vetos
• Mitchell Asset Management 
• Moka Foods
• Newsboys foundation
• Nick & Sonia Yannopoulos
• Nick Gordon
• OneHalf Australia
• Orloff Family Charitable Trust
• Oxford University Press
• Pano & Effie Margaritis
• Parthenon Marble Pty Ltd
• Paul & Irene Zaparas
• Paul Vawdrey
• Peter  & Areti Arvanitis
• Peter & Helen Pagonis
• Peter Hollingworth
• Peter Pagonis
• Phil & Karen Boyle
• Richard Crooke
• Richard Dent
• Robin Campbell Family Foundation
• Ron Burgoine
• Rosey Kids Foundation
• Sam & Sue Vavasis
• Savvas Nut Imports 
• Simon & Jane Wylie
• Southern Dental Specialists
• Steve Mangin
• Sue Cairns
• Supermarketing
• Taussig Cherrie Fildes
• The Baker Foundation
• Tina & Michael Reddrop
• Tony & Stacey Antonopoulos
• Total Logistic Solution
• Total Mortgage & Lending Solutions 
• Trinity College
• Vawdrey Australia
• Vicki McConchie
• Victor Smorgon Charitable Fund
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THE SKYLINE BOARD AND STAFF
BOARD MEMBERS
KATRINA REYNEN
Chair

I joined the Skyline Board because I was so impressed with the Skyline 
Education Foundation’s comprehensive education program for students 
with unique needs and I believe that it should be available to more, 
equally worthy students.

With a Masters degree in Gifted Education, I joined the Gifted Students 
Program in the Victorian Department of Education as a policy officer. Over 
17 years I held senior positions in the Department, held the role of Director 
of Global Education at Cisco and more recently was the Education Lead 
for SingTel/Optus.  I am experienced in working successfully across all 
three sectors, government, corporate and not-for-profit. In May 2017 I 
was appointed Chair of Skyline’s Board, one of the great honours and 
privileges of my life.

I never fail to be inspired by the achievements of our students despite the 
hardships they face.

DR PETER HOLLINGWORTH - AC OBE 
Ambassador

On returning home to Melbourne in 2003, I renewed my relationship 
with John Cheetham and was excited by the work he was doing with 
disadvantaged and talented young people in a pilot program managed by 
the Student Achievement Centre. The initial pilot project was coming to an 
end and refinements were being made for future expansion.

Having worked all my life with disadvantaged young people, I felt I could 
contribute to a dynamic new organisation which was providing a unique 
program in a highly professional way. Having been an Adviser, I later 
joined the Board and was Chairman from 2007 until May 2017. I stepped 
down in May last year and was appointed Ambassador for the Skyline 
Program. I continue to enjoy working with a group of committed people 
who bring their particular skills to the organisation. 

BEVERLEY BROCK - OAM

As a young student, I would have fitted the criteria for a Skyline Bursary, 
so I understand firsthand the challenges our students face. I am 
completely committed to the ideals and objectives of Skyline and the 
needs of our students. 

I received a scholarship to train as a science teacher and undertook post 
graduate studies in Special Education, focusing on gifted students. After 
teaching, I helped to run a business that employed 80 staff and I also 
co-founded and ran a Foundation that cared for the disadvantaged in our 
community.

ALLISON GIBSON

Before joining the Skyline board, I had over five years’ experience as 
an engaged philanthropist with the Skyline Education Foundation. I was 
touched by the impact the program had, not only on the young Bursary 
winners but also on their families, their school and on our society in 
general.
I have extensive experience in marketing and management consulting 
and have worked with the Board to improve the sustainability of the 
Bursary Program. As a donor, I am also able to provide the Foundation 
with first-hand experience in donor expectations and access to other 
donor networks.

GEOFF CULLEN

I have a passion for seeing young people succeed and I am excited by 
the fact that Skyline is helping young people to do this. Without Skyline, 
these young people would not have the opportunity to explore their 
talents, let alone develop them. When given the opportunity to join the 
Board, I saw this as a wonderful chance to give back to the community in 
an area of personal passion.

I have 40 years of banking experience, leading small and large teams 
domestically and internationally. During that time I have learned a lot 
about leadership in differing cultures, much of which has involved working 
with young people starting out in their careers. I believe I bring strong 
business and governance skills to Skyline, as well as empathy with the 
young people and a passion to see them fulfill their potential.

JAMES ORLOFF

I joined the Board because helping VCE students succeed when they 
may have been prevented from doing so for reasons beyond their control, 
really appeals to me; as does helping them prepare for University and 
make a valuable contribution to the wider community into the future.

My experience is in business, mostly within the Food Industry, spanning 
retail, to Aquaculture, and now Agriculture. I am a father of four so I 
understand and appreciate the pressures of schooling. I also sit on 
numerous boards and have seen how these operate. I will do my best to 
add value where possible.

WENDY BONNICI

Wendy Bonnici is a company founder and innovator who has launched, 
built and led high-growth businesses as start-ups and within large 
enterprises alike. An experienced advisor, she has also contributed 
knowledge, capital, and connections to mid-market and emerging 
ventures. Wendy’s professional background includes 25 years’ 
experience in Human Resource Management across a variety of 
industries.

Wendy’s priorities today are specific but wide-ranging: Empowering 
female leaders in early-stage businesses through Scale, Australia’s only 
women-led angel investment group; collaborating with trusted non-profit 
organisations; as well as initiatives that build a more creative, equitable, 
and inspired society.  Concurrently with her Skyline Board commitments, 
Wendy sits on the advisory board for Mpower Mecca Cosmetica and 
chairs her Family Foundation.  Wendy also mentors young professional 
women who have begun their leadership journey.

JASMIN ISOBE

As a graduate of the Skyline program, joining the Board represented 
to me a unique way of giving back to this amazing organisation that 
supported, and continues to support me in so many ways. I had no 
reservations about taking up the opportunity of learning from and 
engaging with the people who steer Skyline, and as a representative of 
the alumni of helping to inform the future of the program and its students.
I graduated from the Skyline program in 2011, and was subsequently 
involved in establishing the Skyline Alumni Association. I served as 
secretary to the Alumni Committee between 2015 and 2017 before 
becoming Co-Chair in early 2017.

I have a Bachelors with Honours in Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, 
and a concurrent Diploma in French Language from the University of 
Melbourne, both of which focused intently on communication and the 
intricacies of interpersonal interaction. As part of my Honours year I 
completed an original research project including a 15,000 word thesis on 
the topic of language, agency and subjectivity with regards to violence 
against women in Australia. I am currently working as a research assistant 
at the University of Melbourne.

In May 2017 I was awarded the Rotary Club of Melbourne's Young 
Achiever Award for Community Service Leadership based on my work 
with Skyline and my tertiary studies. I intend to continue my involvement 
with the alumni and the Skyline program for as long as I am able, and 
hope to provide an alumni perspective in discussions to inform decision 
making on the Board, as well as contributing my research skills and 
knowledge when possible.
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PROFESSOR EMERITUS BARBARA VAN ERNST - AM

I accepted the invitation to join the Board because I fully endorse 
Skyline’s underpinning purpose of supporting talented and gifted 
students who might otherwise not have the opportunity to achieve their 
full potential. The level of achievement of graduates of the program is 
clear proof that the model works well. It is a pleasure to meet and speak 
with the young students as they grow through the VCE years and then 
to meet them as maturing adults completing University qualifications and 
joining the workforce. 

My background is in teaching across primary, secondary and tertiary and 
I have held leadership roles in education for a number of years. I am also 
interested in good governance of organisations.

MEL HONIG
Company Secretary

I have a strong interest in supporting opportunities for young people to 
build and own their potential. Skyline offers a unique program tailored 
for individuals and goes beyond school years to also foster fellowship 
and a network for students, both past and present. To see the students 
develop and mature through the program and with the support of their 
peers is quite inspirational. As a lawyer with over 20 years of professional 
experience in private practice and industry, I bring expertise
in board governance and structuring to help the Skyline members and 
students achieve their goals. I also bring an awareness of student issues, 
having supported the program “Lawyers in Schools” for Year 10 students 
for the past 5 years. Skyline is at an exciting stage in its development, with 
the potential  to expand student numbers and donor
programs.

PATRONS
JUSTICE LEX LASRY- AM QC

I sit as a judge in the Criminal Division of the Supreme Court of Victoria. In 
most courts, on most days, we see the result of missed opportunities. We 
hear about the unexploited potential of young people who, through drugs 
or for other reasons, have been diverted into criminal activity. We see 
the tragedy that will accompany futility in the life of young people whose 
education has been token rather than real.

Skyline, and its ambition, is key in the modern community. The aptitude 
and talent of young people should not be inhibited by their circumstances. 
Skyline’s efforts to foster and encourage these young people is a vital 
investment, not only for them, but for the whole community.
 

EMERITUS PROFESSOR KWONG LEE DOW- AO

I am keen to support the approach which Skyline uses to build the 
confidence of talented students from disadvantaged backgrounds at a 
critical stage in enlarging their educational opportunities – both short 
term and long term. The combination of activities provided, and the 
encouragement of students with common aspirations from different 
schools to come together to share problems and possibilities is proving 
to be life changing for participants in this program. In addition, working 
consistently over time with Partner Schools, helps reinforce the benefits 
achieved with individuals, demonstrating that this can be generalised and 
is reproducible. Finally, Skyline has effectively connected with other Trusts 
and Foundations and so mutually strengthens our overall capacity to 
support Victorian students.

For many years as chair of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority, and some of its predecessor bodies, I have been committed to 
easing and improving the transition which students make through the last 
years of school and in choosing courses and tertiary institutions for their 
subsequent professional careers and personal development. 

There are many aspects to this process, spreading over years, and 
Skyline highlights and successfully enhances student self-awareness and 
knowledge of options and prospects. I have assisted with similar activities 
in other places and will be pleased to contribute to Skyline evolving and 
growing in this space.

SKYLINE STAFF
OLWYN GRAY
Program Manager

I joined Skyline because I am passionate about the transformative power 
of education and especially the Skyline
Program itself which creates environments where creativity and 
independent thinking are regarded as a positive.

My professional life has always been in secondary education, as a 
VCE teacher and coordinator of gifted education programs for both 
students and educators. I am experienced in program management and 
service delivery; I have productively engaged in numerous high-level 
education committees within Victoria and planned and facilitated national 
conferences or diverse education bodies.

ALICIA RENNIE
Communication and Relationship Manager

Education is widely acknowledged as the most important factor in 
alleviating poverty and that is why Skyline’s focus on helping
students from disadvantaged families really strikes a chord with me. 
Young people gain inspiration from those around them, and to be part 
of an organisation that offers young people invaluable self-development 
opportunities is a true privilege.

Before joining Skyline, I worked at World Vision Australia educating 
Australians on a range of international development issues, including 
the importance of education to developing communities. I bring my 
knowledge and passion for educating on issues of disadvantage to the 
role of Communication and Relationship Manager at Skyline.

REGINA BISHOP
Geelong Program Coordinator

Skyline’s mission to enable students who may not otherwise be able to 
realise their ambitions is fundamental to both my personal philosophy and 
my work as a teacher.  My long professional career has taught me that 
young people are creative, enthusiastic and always, surprising. I think we 
owe it to our young to give them those extra opportunities to fulfil their 
potential.

I have extensive teaching experience having worked in special needs 
and gifted education in specialised schools, mainstream secondary 
schools, TAFE and university.  I have qualifications in Positive Psychology 
in Education, as well as in Adolescent Counselling, and have spent time 
mentoring and coaching teachers to understand students with different 
learning requirements.  Having spent time working in special needs in the 
UK, tutoring gifted students in VCE English and working with indigenous 
students at Deakin University, I understand the importance of nurturing 
unique talents from a variety of cultural backgrounds.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

SKYLINE EDUCATION
FOUNDATION AUSTRALIA

NOTES: 
Complete audited financial statements are available upon request.

The financial year end of the Company was changed in 2016 from 30 June to December 31 so as to align with the school year. All relevant documents 
were lodged with ASIC for change. Accordingly, the 2016 figures in the financial statements are for the six months ended 31 December, and are 
therefore not comparative with 2017 results.

The Foundation retains enough funds to provide for students completing their second and final year of the Program, as well as allowing for measured 
growth in student numbers.

ABN 40 120 737 724

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

Income

Direct Program Expenses 
 
Operating Expenses 

Profit (Deficit) from Ordinary Activities before income tax
 
Total Expenses

Net Assets

2016
$

213,220

84,405

17,395

109,420

101,800

279,543

2017
$

494,108

244,649

46,427

203,032

291,076

482,578



ARDESHIR SAHMEDDINI GRADUATED AS DUX OF LYNDALE 
SECONDARY COLLEGE IN 2015 AND WAS DUX OF HIS UNIVERSITY 
SUBJECT THAT YEAR. IN 2017 HE COMMENCED STUDIES IN 
BIOMEDICINE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE AND WAS 
AWARDED A RESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP AT TRINITY COLLEGE. 
ARDESHIR SAID "THANK YOU SO MUCH, SKYLINE, FOR YOUR 
UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT AND CARE."



WWW.SKYLINEFOUNDATION.ORG.AU
HELPING STUDENTS DREAM BIG

info@skylinefoundation.org.au      
34 High Street,

Glen Iris, VIC 3146
+61 468 406 814


